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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers,

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor reeeived
and read notifying assent to the Main Roads
Act (Funds Appropriation) Bill

QUESTIONS (3).
ABATTOIRS, KALGOORLIE.
As to Blowfly Infestation.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, Has the attention of the Minis-
ter been drawn to the position with regard
to blowfly infestation at the Kalgoorlie abat-
toirs? 2, Will the Government take the
necessary aetion to ensure that hygienie con-
ditions are maintzined in this institution?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Blowflies in plague form have ap-
peared in a number of districts this vear.
The abattoirs at Kalgoorlie are maintained
in a hygienie condifion as far as the exist-
ing facilities permit. Qwing to the difficulty
of obtaining plant and equipment under
war-time conditions, it may be impossible
to increase facilities at the abattoirs at pre-
sent.

MARGINAL AREAS.
Settlers’ Equities, etc.

Hon. A. THOMSOX asked the Chief Sec-
Tetary: 1, How many settlers were trans-
ferred from the marginal areas to the Den-
mark group scttlement? 2, Had these
settlers any equity in the blocks they were
removed from? 3, What became of the
assets they possessed when they were trans-
ferred to Denmark? 4, How many of the
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marginal area settlers are now remaining on
the bloecks that were allocated to them? 5,
Had those settlers who were compelled to
leave their Denmark blocks, any equity? If
s0, did they receive any compensation for
their years of labour?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
30. 2, When properties were valued under
the marginal area scheme there was no
equity. 3, Farm machinery, stock and
material suitable to dairy farming, together
with a quantity of wheat in certain cases,
were taken by the settlers to their Denmark
holdings, the balance of assets were sold and
proceeds credited to the settlers’ old accounts.
4, 11. 5, Yes, in one case—the property was
sold and the equity was retained by the
settler, None was compelled to leave a hold-
ing at Denmark. Moneys are provided un-
der the Wheat Indusiry Assistance Act for
development and stocking of individual pro-
perties for the purpose of rehabilitation of
settlers,

FARM WORKERS' WAGES.

Hon. C. . BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, In view of the facet that the
wages for farm workers determined by the
board appointed under Commonwealth Gov-
erniment Regulation must have consequences
detrimenta] to the industry and the State,
will the Government make a strong appeal
to the Federal Government with a view of
securing some measure of relief? 2, Does
the Government econsider that sueh wage
conditions—(a) will greaily reduce the sup-
pPly of necessary foodstuffs for the war
effort; (b) will have a serious effect on the
commerce of the State; (¢) will throw more
lands out of production; (d) will affect the
revenue of public utilities; (e) will take
away the livelibood of many people who are
now produecing? 3, Does the Government
agree to the over-riding and setting-aside of
the State’s prerogative by the actions of
the Commonwealth? 4, Will the Government
state its reasons for agreeing or disagree-
ing?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: It
is thought the difficulty of farmers will be
maihly one of obtaining any efficient labour,
no matter what rate of wage is offered. The
Government has no information heyond a
Press paragraph regarding any determina-
tion of rates of wages by Commonwealth
regulations. A communication has been sent
to the Commonwealth requesting that com-
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plete advice in this maiter be made available
to the State Government.

BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY
AOT AMENDMENT,
Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second EReading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [2.24]:
This is a small Bill, but if agreed to it will
effect great improvements in the principal
Act. For some considerable time past bush
fires have been a serious danmger in many
districts, largely becanse of extensive eul-
tivation and topdressing, and possibly there
has been an increase in unavoidable risks
resulting from fires caused by sparks from
railway engines. It is not easy to decide
what is necessary to make the Bush Fires
Act perfect at a particular time. Varying
conditions obtain throughout the State, and
where farming interests and forestry interests
are intermingled it is difficult to arrange
legislation so as to suit all phases, I am
sure, however, that the Act has already
proved of great benefit and that the amend-
ments which the Bill proposes will lead to
improved working and also permit desirable
action to be taken that cannot be carried out
under the Aet as it stands. These amend-
ments, with one exception, have been ecare-
fully considered and have been reeom-
mended by the Bush Fires Prevention Com-
mittee. That committee comprises delegates
from various districts concerned. I can ds-
sure the House that the amendments have
been well considered, and are regarded as
being appropriate for the different pur-
poses. I hope the House will pass the Bill

. HON. G. B. WOOD (East): I support
the Bill. 1 have gone very thoroughly into
the proposed amendments, and studied their
application to the parent Act. I find no-
thing that is not very desirahble. One of
the principal advantages is that the pro-
vision of fire-breaks is made easier. We
have always confended that the burning of
fire-breaks is not sufficient to prevent a fire,
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partienlarly when it has a good spread, but.
the ploughing of fire-breaks is made very
much easier by this Bill. I commend those-
tesponsible for its introduetion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Commitiee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL--MOTOR SPIRIT AND SUB-
STITUTE LIQUID FUELS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metropolitan)
[2.30}: T understand that this Bill, if
passed, will not come into force untii after
the war, and will be brought into operation
by proclamation. Tor that reason I do not
intend to offer much oppasition to or to say
much ahout the measure; but I have cer-
tain ideas, and it is imperative that I ex-
press my opinions now, very much hoping
that I shail prove to be entirely wrong.

I understand that one of the underlying
reasons for the Bill is that a large amount
of money—a million or a couple of million
pounds—is to he gpent in the establishment
of distilleries for the manufacture of sub-
stitute fuels. The desire is that after the
war, these factories shall be kept operating
so that the money spent upon them will not
prove to be entirely wasted. That iz an
idea with which all of us have the greatest
sympathy, but T think we need to maintain
a sense of proportion in considering these
matters, We know that the war expendi-
turg, now is at the rate of something like
£1,500,000 per day. Therefore it seems to
me that the saving of £1,000,000, £2,000,000
or £3,000,000 must be eonsidered with some
regard to the real values and that the do-
minating consideration should be: Is it in
the interests of the community that these
distilleries shall be continued, or would it
be wiser to act on the principle that guides
private enterprise and nakes -it gencrally
suceessful, by cutting the loss and jettison-
ing anything likely to he uneconomic in the
futore?

The Bill contains provision for the licen-
sing of retailers. I do not know that any
strong argument can he used against
licensing the vetailers of moter spirit, pro-



vided the power is not used for the purpose
of establishing a monopoly. But the main
question is this: Is it intended that these
wartime facilities to manufacture a com-
modity that ¢annot now be imported in snffi-
cienl (uantities shall be continued after the
war, whether economically or not? Will the
intention be to impose such g duty upon
petrol as will enable the other commodity to
compete with petrol? Unless I am mis-
informed, there is some direct or indirect
interest in this matter on the part of a
<company that has long enjoyed a peculiar ad-
vantage not of customs duties but of prohibi-
tions, which has enabled it to exploit the pub-
lic to the extent of far more than £1,000,000
per annum. Is it intended by this Bill, is
there any remote idea in this Bill, that the in-
{erests of that company shall be protected
after the war so that, whether it is eco-
nomical or not to produce these substitutes
for pretrol, their produetion shall be con-
iinued? Members will have in mind the
terms of the Atlantic Charter, to which, I
take it, we shall be hound in the same way
as QGreat Britain, the United States of
America, China, Russia and other nations.

Amongst other things, that charter pro-
vides that raw materials shall be available
on equal terms to all countries. If that
means anything at all, it means that petrol
supplied to Australia by other countries will
he supplied at a landed eost of net more
than ahount 3d. per gallon, and the comn-
sumer wil be required to pay that cost,
plus such enstoms duty as might properly
he imposed for revenue purposes or for the
making of reads. But if there is an  in-
fention to put an exeessive duty npon petrol
in ovder that these substitutes mav continue
to he prodoced, and by that means deprivo
the people of this State of the advantage
they should obtain from cheap petvel, or
Imwprovements in producer-gas, it will be a
public disadvantage and it would be far
hetter, in fhe interests of the development
of Australia, that €1,000,000 or £2,000,000,
or whatever the amount is that is being
devoted to the establishment of this wartime
industry, should be jettisoned entirely. I
«do not intend to oppose the Bill, but T do
nol feel disposed to support it without ex-
pros<ing fears for the future that T hope
will not he realized.

HON. A, THOMBON (South-East): I
feel rather perturbed about the measnre.
So far as T can gather from the informa-
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tion supplied, there is no intention to pro-
claim the legislation, if agreed to by Par-
liament, until after the war. In those eir-
cumstances the Government would be wise
if it deferred the further consideration of
the Bill until such time as it is actually
needed. The Bill is bighly technical and
its provisions seek to extend very great
powers. I confess that I have not the
knowledge enabling me to determine what
will be its ultimate results or the cost in-
volved to the people. I understand that in
another place the Premier stated by in-
terjection that if the Bill were passed, a
distillery would be erected in this State for
the production of power alcohol from
wheat. While that is very satisfactory
from our point of view, seeing that we al-
ways have a large surplus of wheat, the
points on which I desire to be satisfied are:
What will be the ultimate result, and what
will be the price paid for the wheat so
utilised? It seems to me that the Bill will
have the effeet of providing a monopoly.
Frankly, I do not like the iden of all
petrol retailers having {o be licensed.
TUnder existing conditions we know that
they have been supplied with pumps by the
oil companies, but if Parliament is to say
that no one shall have the right to refail
motor spirits unless he is licensed, we
shonld be told what conditions will he at-
tzehed to such licenses and we should have
that information before we agree to the
Bill. T would like more time at our dis-
posal for the consideration of the legisla-
tion before it is allowed to go on the
statute-hook. Its importance is so great
that it could very well be referred to a
Select Committee before it passes its final
stages. T most decidedly do not like agree-
ing to a measure without knowing what its
effects are likelv to be. Admittedly the
Price Fixing Commissioner will be ahle
to fix prices, but will it be possible for the
motor spirits to be produced economically
in Western Australia or even in Australiat
The problem of distillation of motor
spirits from wheat has been under diseus-
sion for more than two years, and to my
mind the legislation has arrived hefore us
a little toa late. Naturally I do not desire
to prevent the erection of the distillery in
this State. T understand the construction
is already under way. An excellent site
has heen chosen at Collie, adjacent to coal
and water supplies, where it e¢an draw on
lnrge quantities of wheat that may not be
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vegarded as of Arst-class quality, thus pro-
viding anr excellent avenue for the utilisa-
tion of that grain. At this stage I feel
rather disposed to vote againsi the Bill, par-
tienlarly as it will not be proclaimed umtil
the end of the wanr.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is that statement quite
correct?

Hon. A. THOMSON: As far as I under-
stand the position—the Chief Secretary
can eorrect me if I am not right—the ac-
tnal proclamation of the Bill and its appli-
cation will take place only when the war
has terminated. Under the National Se-
curity Regulations the authorities have
complete control and can do as they like.
It seems that we are asked to agree to
legislation without having the slightest idea
of what its effect will e on the people. I
ainderstand the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company will enjoy a monopoly regarding
this form of produection. I may be wrong
in that conclusion, but that is the impres-
sion I gaired from statements that have
heen made. I certainly hesitate to vote for
anyvthing that might tend to place the pro-
ducers and comsumers of motor spirits in
a position similar to that existing throongh-
out Australia in eonnection with the sugar
industry. I believe the time is not op-
portune to ask Parliament to pass this
legislation, which will have such far-reach-
ing cffects.

As potnted out by Sir Hal Colebateh the
motor spirit that was being used in days
zone by, prior tn lhe war, should have been
éold at a eonsiderably lower eost than was
charged to the publiec. This Bill appears
{0 mean that a monopoly will have the con-
trol, and that the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner will say, ‘It is eosting so much to
produce power aleohol in Australia, and
therefore we have to charge three or four
times more than would ordinarily be the
case because we have to bring the fuel into
the country under the Atlantie Charter.”’
T protest against the passage of the Bill
under present conditions,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES (RE-
SERVE FUNDS).

" Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

£47]
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‘BILL—-MAREKETING OF EGGS AOT
" AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. &, B. WOOD (East) [2.47] in
moving the second reading said: This small
Bill seeks to delete two words from the
parvent Act and to insert two others in lien
thereof. The effect of the nmendment will
be to give to the producers equal represen-
tation on the hoard that will he constituted
after the poll is taken. At present therc
is a inority of produeers on the board,
namely, two produeers to three nominees of
the Government. Tt has been freely stated,
particularly in another place, that the egg
producers do not want the Aet and have
no interest in it. Last session a Bill was
introduced in another place, which, in a
way, tried to set aside the Marketing of
Eggs Aet and put something else in its
place. That Bill aroused so little intevest
that it did not have a sponsor in this House.

The Marketing of Eggs Act is wanted by
the organised producers of Western Ans-
tralia. They approached me recently ask-
ing me to have the measure amended so
that they would have erual representation
oit the hoard. In connection with the poll
taken recently, unfortunately there was a
mix-up in the ballot papers. There were
132 informal votes and the poll showed a
tie, Evervthing was, therefore, left as it
was before, Tt is desired by the producers
to have another poll in the near future. They
think that if this amendment to the Aet can
be put through, giving them equal repre-
sentation on the board, they will get a
majority in favour of the estahlishment of
the hoard. This House on two previous oc-
casions supported me and passed a Bill to
give the producers majority representation
on the hoard.

Hon. C. B. Williums: The House did not
support the member for Canning.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: The egg producers
and I were very grateful for that considera-
tion.  Unfortunately, however, when the
Bills reached another place owr proposals
weve rejected, and we weve put back to the
place where the producers were still in the
minority. I have every confidence, in view
of these cireumstanees, that this House will
pass the Bill now under econsideration. In
view of what has happened, T ask the Chief
Secretary not to oppose the measure. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—CONGREGATIONAL OHURCH
{(LANDS) AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [2.52] in
moving the second reading said: The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to amend an old Ordin-
ance of 1855 s0 as to give the Congre-
gational Church societies power to transfer
land free of any trust, to mortgage land if
s0 desired, and to lease land notwithstand-
ing any trust. It also proposes that where
any land was originally granted to the
societies by the Crown, no transfer, ex-
change, mortgage or lease exceeding 21
years shall be valid unless approved by the
Governor. In the Ordinance of 1835 auth-
ority was pgiven to the Congregational
societies to sell and to mortgage lands sub-
ject to the provision that money’ from any
sale should he used for the purchase of
freehold properties. The Ordinance did not
give any authority to grant a free title to a
purchaser, This power, however, has al-
ways been assumed by the church authori-
ties.

The Bill arises out of a transaction in-
volving the sale by the chureh of Bunbury
Town Lot 210, which was granted in 1859
for church purposes. In 1908, after it had
been found that land in a different locality
was more snitable for church purposes, the
trustees of the church sold Lot 210 to the
Protestant Hall Company Limited, who sub-
sequently resold it in 1913, On a recent
application to the Titles Oftice for a free-
hold title it was found that no auibority
extsted under the Ordinance to confer a
clear title upon the purchaser. This Bill
propuoses to give the required authority free
of any trust.

At the same time the measure makes pro-
vision to cnable the validation of any other
transaection of the Congregational Church
societies which involves a sale, cxchange, or
mortgage. Such validation of past trans-
actions is not new, a precedent being the
Clreh of England Land Act of 1914 and
the Roman Catholic Churech Property Acts
Amendment Act of 1916. The whole of the
powers conferred hy this Bill are at present
being enjoyed by the Church of England,
the Roman Catholic Chureh, the Preshy-
terian Chureh and the Hebrew Congre-
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gation, and I trust there will be no objee-
tion to the granting of similar privileges to
the Congregational Church societies. The
Ordinance, as ] have indieated, is interesting
and lengthy, and goes back to the year 1855,
the days of Queen Victoria. The amendment
now proposed to the Ordinance will give to
the Congregational Church facilities similar
to those enjoyed by other religious bodies.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DURATION AND GENERAL ELEC-
TION POSTPONEMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. L. ROCHE {South-East) [2.57]:
I am opposed to this Bill. 1 have heard
it stated that the measure merely affects the
life of the Legislative Assembly, and becaunse
it does not concern this Chamber we should
pass it. I submit that it is legislation hav-
ing as its ohjeet an extension of the life
of this Parliament. As the Legislative
Couneil is an integral portion of this Par-
liament, I eonsider we must he prepared to
accept our share of responsibility for any
legislation which emanates from this Par.
liament. The position wonld arise—if we
pass this Bill, and if those of us who are
opposed to a further postponement of the
clections are suceessful in defeating the Bifl
to extend the life of the Legislative Coun-
c¢il—when members of the Legislative
Conneil would have to face an election next
year, whereas the life of the Legislative As-
sembly—that is the body which really makes
and unmakes Governments—would be ex-
tended for a further 12 months.

That, to my mind, would be so ridiculous
that T consider the issne ought to be de-
eided on the Bill now before us; that would
decide the question of whether the parlia-
mentary eleetions ave to be postponed for
a further 12 months or whether an election
will be held in March of next year. Par
liament passed legislation of this nature 12
months ago. In view of the gravity and
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ancertainty of the outlook at that time, I
do not think we could have done otherwise;
but I submit that the conditions prevailing
then are not comparable with those that
obtain now. We were then suffering from
a sense of bewilderment and fear of develop-
ments in the immediate future. For the
first time in over 100 vears of its history,
Australia had had withdrawn from it the
shield of the British Navy, behind which
we had until then' sheltered. The “Prince
of Wales” and the “Repulse” were lost.

The dcfences of Australin were such—
particularly as regards Western Anstralia,
as we well knew—that it was merely a
“povh-over” for any expeditionary foree
that the Japanese might have sent against
us. It would not have taken a very large
foree to ocenpy the whole of this State. But
those conditions, as I say, have alterved very
materially indeed. The defences of Aus-
tralia have improved immensely. In New
Guinean and the Solomons our soldiers and
the soldiers of our Allies are now able to
stand up against, and fight, the enemy and
give him as good as in the past we had to
take. The threat that then seemed so im-
mediate has been, if not entirely removed,
at feast reduced. T am nof suggesting for
a moment that all danger to Australia has
heen removed or that the war will terminate
at an early date. On the econtrary, I think
it highly probable that this struggle will
continne for another four or five years. But
if those arguments ave to be used in favour
of pur passing this propesed legislation, then
they will hold good until such time as the
Japanese are defeated, or at least driven
from the territories they have conquered.
Anpstralia iz generally recognised as the ad-
vance base for the counter-offensive against
the Japanese, and until such time as they
have been driven back, we shall remain that
advance base, and for so long will the po-
tential threat to our eountry continue.

If we are to accept that dietum, we must
reconeile ourselves to the fact that until we
have practically disposed of the Japanese
and reeaptured Singapore, we shall have fo bhe
content to continue to deprive our people
of the opportunity to express their opinien
at the poll. Like other members, my ex-
perience and associations make me feel re-
gret at the faet that many of our eclectors
in the Armed Forces would be deprived of
an oppottunity to record a vote if we decide
that an election shall be held next year. But
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I think it should not be Leyond the wit or
capacity of this Parliament to devise some
means whereby the men in the Services
within Western Australia should be given
the opportunity to exercise the franchise.
I do not know the pumber—I do not sup-
pose any civilian does—but I am led to be-
lieve that possibly a majority of Western
Australians are in the Services of this State.
I have not heard it seriously suggested that
it is not possible for us to arrange for them
to vote.

Hon, G. Fraser: We tried to come to an
agrecment last vear on a similar tvpe of
Bill.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I do not know that
we tried to come to an agreement. Some-
thing was put up, but not acecepted.

Homn. {i. Fraser: The same might happen
today.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: Unless the youth of
today are much more politically minded than
they were 25 years ago, I doubt very much
whether the lads in the Forces are concern-
ing themselves greatly about an election for
the State Parlianment. No change in State
poliecy and no State legislation ean affect
them personally in  ihe slightest degree.
They are under Commonwealth control and
sithject to Commonwenlth legislation and
deeisions, and it would not be until such
{ime as they retwrned to civil life that any
change of Government, change of policy or
legislation emanating from the State Par-
linment would affeet the men who it is
feared might he deprived of a vote, should
an election he held in the early part of next
year,

Hon, H. S. W, Parker: Do not you think
it would aflect their children?

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: I am not aware of
that.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: Would it not af-
feet the foture of Western Australin?

Hon. H, L. ROCHE: The fact that there
is a pereentage for whom if is not possible
to provide voting facilities should not, in
my opinion, be sufficient of itself to deny
to the 200,000 or 250,000 clectors of the
State the right to express their opinion as
to how and by whom they wish to he gov-
erned. If that is the sole argument to be
advanced for the further deferment of the
election, I submit it is not suificient for this
House to take that responsibility. If we
are fo aceept the reported statements of men
like Winston Churehill, the Seeretary of the
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American Navy and our leading public men,
that this struggle is going to be a long and
hard one, then if we defer the election next
year on aceount of the men who are in uni-
form and for whom we cannot provide vot-
ing facilities, we must, if we take a realistic
and sensible view, defer the eleetion until
such time as those men ean veturn fo eivil
life.

Taking an extremely optimistic view of
the war sitnation, I do not think we ean
expeet hostilities to eease within two vears.
A year will elapse after that before the men
return, so that, even if we were fortunate
enough to have peace two years from now,
then, if we hold the eleetion early next year,
the new Parliament eonld run its full term
of three years before our men return, They
would then have an opportunity to record a
decisions as to how and by whom they
wish to be governed. To posipone the
clection now seems to me fo he altogether
wrong, as it would he denying to the people
in the State—hy far the great majority of
the clectors—the right to record their votes.
I am aware that an election will cost & cer-
tain amount of money. T have heard it
variously estimated from £8,000 to £10,000.
But any election costs money; even an clee-
tion for the officials of a football team costs
money or its equivalent in time and effort.
To suggest that the eleetors in a
democratic community should be deprived of
their rights hecause a certain monetary ex-
penditure is involved is, to my mind, ap-
proaching this matter from an altogethexr
wrong angle. It is not the cost of an elee-
tion that should inflnence members in any
way. All clections cost money, but that is
part of the price we pay for our democratic
mode of life and for the democratic prin-
ciples of government to which the commun-
ity subseribes. It seems to ine those ex-
penses are inescapable, and we should he
prepared willingly to face them in ovder
that our people may not be deprived of that
particular right.

I am econvineed there is a growing feeling
in favour of an election and against a fur-
ther postponement. I am aware some mem-
hers have expressed the opinton, privately
and publiely, that they find no great en-
thusiasm among their constituents for an
clection; but I would suggest to those mem-
bers that they have never yet found any
areat  enthusiasm in  November for an
election that is so far distant as
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March. On this oecasion the electors
are no different from what they havo
been on other oceastons. I think it

will be found that if this House decides an
election must be held next year, when the
times arrives considerable interest will he
shown in the election, as great as that which
was shown in some reeent elections for the
State Parliament. As regavds the threat of
a serious emergency, such as an invasion oe-
ewring during the election campaign, that
I submit lies purely within the sphere of
activity of the Commonwealth authori-
ties. Whether a State Government was in
power or not, if a military emergency arose
in Western Ausiralia, the Commonweslth
Government would take control whether an
clection was proeeeding or not. The Com-
monwealth would do so in order to usc its
powers for the defence of Australia.

I have not so far dealt with some mat-
ters that I conld have raised and which, to
my mind, would support the case for the
holding of an election; neither shall I deal
with them at any great length. There ave,
however, certain matters ecalling for crili-
eism. No Government can escape eriticism;
but some of the erviticism of the present
Government has been such as to justify the
people who make and wnmake Governments,
that is, the electors, reeording their decision
on the administration of the Government.
In view of some of the charges made against
the Government, the people should have that
opportunity in the early part of next year,
and they will have it if this House refuses
to pass the Bill. Whatever our politieal
affiliations, whatever onr sectional or per-
sonal interests, we find ourselves ealled upon
to observe the greatest duty that devolves
upon us, namely, to strengthen our people
and preserve their belief in these privileges
and rights which are theirs. Even though
we be too gencrous, perhaps, in our ap-
proach to matters of this kind, it were better
to let our people cxercise their rights at the
poll than to do anything which might, and
I think would to some degree, destroy their
confidence in the democratic control of this
State.

HON. J. A, DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburhan): May I at the outset say that J
was astonished at the aititude of the sup-
porters of this Bill yesterday when they
refused to aecept the time-honoured prae-
tice of permitting an adjonrnment after the
seeond reading had been moved. I just
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wondered why. When one reflects upon
the attitude of the Legislative Couneil dur-
ing the session through whiech we are now
passing, one finds that we have leisurely
meandered through our legislative pro-
gramme with ne sign of haste at all. We
have adjourned for a day; we have ad-
journed for a week, and we have adjourned
for a fortnight. But yesterday, for some
unexplained renson, this House suddenly
bursts into aetivity; some undue haste is
required to deal with a Bill that actnally
is not of any urgency al all. I do not know
whether the Government has heard that a
public meeting of protest has heen called,
to be held nexi Monday night. It might
wish to forestall that meeting. However,

the reason is not elear, but it seems to me,

that this haste iz quite unealled for.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Who is calling the
meeting?

Hon. J. A. DIMAMITT: I eould not say. I
assume that one would not be entirely out
of order if one made reference to both Bills
duving the course of this debate. The
Chief Secretary emphasised {wo or three
points when introducing the measure, and
gave some reasons for the posiponement of
clection. The first point that he stressed
was this: An clection might have the effeet
of disrupting the minds of the people and
dividing them on party lines. It seems to
me that there is little justifiention for such
a claim.  State clections in the past have
not proved ta have been very distracting
affairs. Whether Western Australia holds
an election or not will not affeet the war
effort greatly, but T do believe that the
small amount of disruption that might be
caused by the holding of an election is noth-
ing to the seething diseontent that will take
place if the cleetions arec further post-
poned.

A seeond point was made by the Chief
Secretary when he dealt with the effect on
the war effort. Whether Western Aunstralia
does or does not hold an election will not
greatly affect the war ecffort, which is en-
tirely in the hands of the Federal authori-
ties. If we do hold our eleetion, the muni-
tion workers will still he at their lathes;
the members of the V.A.D. and A.T.C, and
the Red Cross folk and other people who
are doing suech noble voluntary work, will
still carry on their jobs and not he greatly
disturhed. The sailor, the soldier and the
airman will still be at their posts, whether
we do or do not hold an election.
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Hon. G, B. Wood: What about the im-
portant people, the farmers?

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: They will con-
tinne to operate, and probably grow more
grain. The Chief Secretary pointed out
the difficulty of arranging for the votes of
the clectors absent from the State. Last
year the Government did have some ides of
making provision in that regard. I ecer-
tainly admit that those provisions were not
generally acceptable, tmt, as Mr. Roche
pointed out, surely it is not heyond the
ability of the Government to devise ways
and wmeans to secure the votes of Western
Aunstralinn electors who are absent from
their constitueneies. Vesterday Mrv. Fraser
gave ux the vesult of his experiences in
various R.AAF. operational depots and
serviee stations. I have visited operational
stuadrons in Western Australia, although
not in the other States, and I found ex-
pressed an opinion contrary to that gathered
hy Mr. Fraser. I disgovered a large body
of men in the BServices resentful of
the iden of postponing the clection. T sog-
gest to Mr. Fraser that there are two
schools of thought on this subject.

Hon. (i, Fraser: One school is barred from
voting because it is out of the State!

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: Another point the
Cliief Seerctary raised dealt with the cost
of holding an election. Mr. Wood scemed
somewhat uncertain on that point. For
his information and that of other members,
I will give the actual cost. The cost of an
Assembly election is approximately £6,000,
The printing of the ralls and ballot papers
mmns ko approximately £2,400, making a
total of £8,400. The cost of a Legislalive
Conneil clection is  approximately €3,000,
The printing of rolls and ballot papers runs
into about 1,500, making a total of £4,500.
Quer and above these costs are the ineiden-
tal expenses in conncction with eanvassing
the various clectorales in an endeavour to
purify the rolls. An expendituve of £1,000
would more than cover that. The total cost,
therefore, is £13,900, for an election of 31
Legislative Assembly candidates and 10 Leg-
islative Council ecandidates.’

Hon. W, J. Mann: Those costs are pre-
war figures.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT : They ave the cosis
of the Inst elections, )

Hon. W. J. Mann: You could double them
now.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: 1 woild not say
that. For every seat that is uneonfested, a
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saving of several hundred pounds would re-
sult, so that we could safely sav that
£14,000 would cover the total cost of hold-
ing an election. Everything is a matter of
relativity, and £14,000, compared with the
fotal expenditure by this Government of
£12,000,000, is not a very large sum.

Hon. G. Fraser: You have forgotten the
greatest cost of the lot—the staffing of the
polling booths.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: That cost is in-
cluded in these figures of £6,000 and £3,000.
These are official figures.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: The Premier gave the
amount as £9,000,

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT : These figures arve
official this morning. Surcly the Treasurer
must have given gonsideration to these costs
when dealing with his Budget. He had no
knowledge of the possibility of a postpone-
ment of the elections, so that it can be taken
as a reasonable supposition that provision
has bheen made for the money to pay for the
elections. During the debate yesterday, the
Chief Secretary said that the present Gov-
ermuent had given every assistance to the
Commonwealth Government in the proseen-
tion of the war. Of course it has! That is
expected. Tt is its duty. There is ne need
to extol the virtnes of a Government for
doing its obvions duty. The State vould
naturally expect that its Government would
show the same spirit and loyalty as its in-
dividual ecitizens. The Chief Seeretary also
pointed out that if this Parliament finishes
in December, the State will be without a
Parliament until the next election. That
is true, but legislation could he introduced
to extend the life of Parliament for a statu-
tory period until just prior to the election.
Mr, Parker pointed out that very little con-
sideration is given to Parliament; that the
Government iz conducted by Cabinet with
little reference to Parliament. Cabinet and
Executive Council will continue to function
right up to the election day, so that the
fear displayed by the Chief Secretary is
practically groundless.

May I also point out that during the
progress of the war all the other States of
Australia have held their elections. The
Commonwealth has held its election at the
correct time, and apparently intends to hold
another election when it is normally due.
It is obvions that it intends to do some-
thing mueh more disturbing than the hold-
ing of an eclection, by putting before the
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people of Australia a referendsm on which
there will be divided opinion; and during
the referendum disemssions there will be dis-
ruption in no uncertain way.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Would it not be a good
idea to set an example?

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: I do not think it
is a good example, We should not deny the
electors their right to select their Parliamen.
tary representatives. The yarious aspects
raised by the Chief Secretary seem to me
1o be herrings drawn across the trail rather
than real argunments. When I spoke on the
Bill dealing with the postponement of muni-
cipal clections members will remember that
I said it was wrong that representatives on
any governing hody, whether it be road
board, munieipal council or State or Federai
Parlinments, should become unresponsive to
the eritieisms and diseipline of their elea-
tors. I am still of that.opinion and I hope
sufficient members of this Chamber will in-
dicate a similar view when the vote is taken
and witl throw out the Bill. T shall vote
against the second reading.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan): T am very far from thinking that
there is no rvom for two opinions regarding
this matter. 1£ T may seem to speak strongly
in support of my own opinion, I hope that
those members who think differently  will
understand that I have the greatest vespect
for their views. Unquestionably this is the
most important Bill that has bern brought
hefore Parlinment this session, and for this
reason I find very little sympathy with the
desires of the Chief Beecretary to tush the
measure through with undue haste. If it
is so important thot the Bill should be
passed within a eertain time, it might have
been introduced at an carlier date. Tt the
Chief Secretary still entertnins the wish he
expressed yesterday that the debate will be
coneluded today, why shonld other matters,
important in themselves no doubt, have been
placed on the notice paper ahead of this
Bill? The Chief Secretary, I presume, was
quite willing that cvery member should have
an opportunity to express an opinion and,
s0 long as that is the ease, I have no desire
lo delay the passage of the second reading
of the Bill,

T am entirely opposed to the reasons given
by Mr. Parker for passing the Bill. They
seem to refleet both upon Parliament and
upon the people. He told us that the State
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Parliament iz now of no importance and
that noe worth-while person would be likely
to offer for clection. I profoundly disagree
with both of those arguments. I admit that
the State Parliament is not funectioning as
it ought to, but the fault lies with the
Government, and that fact in itself fur-
nishes a very strong reason why there should
not be an extension of the present Govern-
wment’s period of office without the consent
of the people. As to Mr. Parker’s statement
that no weorth-while person would be likely
to offer for election, I think that is a mon-
strous reflection.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is a reflection on us,

Members: Not at all.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: At the
by-elections held since the war started there
has been an abundance of candidates. I
think we are agreed that the gentlemen who
" have been elected to the vacancies were men
of the highest standing and will do henour
to themselves and to this House, and 1 be-
lieve that we would have many worth-while
men offering themselves at this juneture, I
think it is a laudable ambition for any man
to wish to serve his State in time of Giffi.
culty. I elaim to work very hard in the in-
terests of o number of things I believe in,
and T am sure my opportanities for ad-
vancing those things which 1 eonsider are
in the interests of the State would be small
if I was not able to speak with the authority
of a representative of the people. So I
think those twa arguments must be hrushed
aside. If there is an election, there wih
bhe an abundance of entirely desirable eandi-
dates offering themselves, and I would not
be prepared to say that even those who were
defeated were not just as worthy ecitizens
and as capable of representing the people
in Parliament as is any of us.

Another statement by Mr. Parker waa
that the Commonwealth Government might
interfere and in some way block the elec-
tion. Surely that is an absurd contention'
If a matter of that kind lay in the hands
of the Commonwealth Minister for Labour,
T conld understand any extraordinary aetion
being taken by him, but the really respon-
sible Minister, I take it, wounld not for one
moment consent to a departure of that kind.
T recognise a valid and strong objection to
the holding of an eleetion, and I recognise
tt fullv and freely. That is the diffieuity
of reaching a number of the electors. We
must all appreciate that objection, but I
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think we cught to weigh against it the argu-
ments on the other side, give due considera-
tion to both sides and say whether it is bet-
ter to face that difficulty or whether it is
an insuperable difficalty and Leeause of that
we must postpone the election,

One question I should like Lo ask mem-
bers to consider is: What value does the or-
dinary clector attaeh to his vote? So fav
as the Assembly elections arc concerned, w.
have, wisely or uowisely—on that point 1
do not express nn opinion—resorted to com-
pulsory veting in order te obtain a reason-
ghle expression of public opinion. Cnly by
compulsion can we get the electors to recog-
nise, not the privilege of the vote but the
responsibility attaching to it. When we
come to Legislative Couneil eeetions, in con
nection with which there is no compulsory
vating, what do we find? Are we to assumi
that the Legislative Council e¢lectors are in-
ferior in the appreciation of their respon
sibility fo the publie than are the elector:
of the Assemhly? If so, it places us ir
a rather sorry position. If we do not think
that, if we Delieve they value their wvolc
Jjust about as mnch as the rest of the eom
munity and that only under ‘a system of
compulsory voting ean we get a big pol
for the Legislative Assembly cleetions, what
is the position?

In conneetion with the Legixlative Coun
cil election in 1940, in the contested pro
vinces, there were 82,000 electors and onh
33,000, or 40 per cent. went {0 the poll
The other 60 per cent. did not valme the
privilege of the vote. If T am not mistaken
in the constitueney that so very wiscly re
torned Mr. Parker, the percentage of voter
was nearer 20 than 40, Is it not abso
Intely idle to sav that we are going to im.
pose injustice on a great many people by
depriving them of the vote? Consider thi
position of the soldier who is ont of th
State at the present time. Ts it not o2 in
finitely greater importanec to him that thi
State should bhe well governed during hi
absence than that he should have or shoulc
not have a vote at a particular election? Wi
know that men of all classes and ereed
have voluntesred for service with the Fight
ing Forces and I think the chaners are that
from o party point of view, they would v
about HAfty-ffty and their absenzy woule
make no difference even if it were immossibl
—vwhich I do not think it is—to give then
an opportunity to vote.
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The whole pith of the question is: Are we
afisfied that the present Government is do-
ng so good a job that it should be kept
n office for a further period withont re-
‘erence to the people? Those supporters of
he Government whe say, “Yes” are hound
apon their conseience to vote in favour of
the Bill, but those of us who say “No,”
who consider that the Government is doing
a very bad job—that is my convietion—
must find it their duty to vote against the
Bill. If the Government is to c¢ontinue in
olfice, it should do so with the support of
the people. I believe there are certain mem-
bers who have the idea that if an election
15 held now there will be practically no
change in parvty strength, but that if the
Government is given another year of offiee,
& little more vope with which to hang il-
self, then a change will be eertain. T hope
the Chief Seeretary and his colleagues will
aceept that support in the spirit in which
it i= given.

T regard this Bill as tantamount to a vote
of confidence in the Government, and for
that reason 1 cannot support it. I sup-
ported a measure to defer municipal and
rondd hoard elections hecause the Govern-
ment was good enough, at my suggmestion,
to include a further (nalifieation. Bat 1
wonld remind members that there were seve-
ral differences hetween that Bit and this
one. T wonder whether the Government
would be prepared to insert in this measure
a proviso similar to that which appears in
the other one, namely, to enable ten per
cent. of the electors in any constitueney to
demand that their representative submit
himself to the people. There is this other
important dificrence. Municipal councils
and road boards are not party coneerns.
Party polities enters info their activities to
a very limited extent. All sections of the
community ave represented, and ut the eoun-
cil table all seetions have equal power. In
Parliament alt power practieally lies on the
one side.

It was the Lmperial Parliament that set
the example of deferving clections. At that
time the Conservative Party—the Govern-
ment Party—had an overwhelming majority
in the House of Commons and in the Lords,
But what did Mr. Churchill do? e
immediately invited the collaboration of
members of bhoth the other partics on
A very generous scale, not a seale in
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any way regulated by the strength of
those parties in the House, but on a
very generous scale, The result was
the formation of & Government in which no
party can exercise dominance and in which
all parties—those representing small pum-
bers and those representing large numbers
in the House of Commons—have practically
an equal say in the affaivs of government.
I go a step further. On every occasion
siece the formation of the Churchill Govern-
ment on which there has oecurred anything
in the nature of strong eriticism or eon-
demnation of Government action, the Prime
Minister has gone to the Honse and asked
for a vote of confidence, and everyone who
knows anything of British polities will agree
with me when I say that had those votes
of confidence not been given by a large
majority, the Government would at once
have gone to the people. It weuld not have
been necessary to ohtain a majority against
the Covernment; the mere fact of there
being a minority such as to suggest publie
dissatisfaction would bave been sufficient
at all times to cause the Government to go
to the country.

What do we find here? Our Govermment
is not prepared to take this course. It is
not prepared to admit to ity ranks members
of any other party. It is not prepared to
reeognise the important faet that it has
the narrowest possible majority in one
House and a small minority in the other
House. Yet it arrogates to itself the idea
that all the politieal wisdom and all the ad-
ministrative ability ave centred in its own
party., 1t asks for its period of office to
be renewed for another 12 months without
any appeal to the people. America has
held elections. Other States eontemplate
holding theirs. The Commonwealth has
already had one eclection since the war
started, and it will hold its next election
at the appointed time or, as some have sug-
gested, PFefore the appointed time. More-
over, the Commonwealth countemplates sub-
mitting {0 the publie a referendum on mat-
ters not only of high importance, but mat-
ters ealeulated to divide the Australian
people as no other matfer would divide them
at the present time., In these circum-
stances, I repeat, there was only one con-
stderation which I feel would justify me
in voting for ihis Bill; and that is a be-
lief that the public is satisfed with the
present Government. I eannot indulge in
that view. Let me give one or two reasons.
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First of all, there is the matter to which
Mr. Parker referred—the lighting regula-
tions. Was this House, or this Iarlia-
ment, responsible for the deplorable con-
ditions under which those black-out and
brown-out resfrictions were continued for
several weeks, I believe even for several
months, after they had heen partially
abandoned in the other Stales? Whose re-
sponsibility was it that during that period
of unnecessary restriction 2 large number
of accidents, some fatal, others non-fatal,
oceurred? Whose responsibility was that?
It was the fault cntirely of our State Gov-
ernment, and of nobody clse. When the
resolution disallowing those regulations
was passed in this House, and passed very
largely on the convineing arguments used
by Mr. Parker, it was eclearly expressed
that the desire of this Chamber was that
ithe Government should give consideration
1o the matter and approach the military
authovities, with a full grasp of lecal con-
ditions, se that they ecould formulate new
regulations which, while protecting the
security of the State to the full extent, would
minimise the risk of necidents.

But what did the Government do? Ap-
parently in a spirit of contempt for this
Chambher it rushed to the Commonwealth
Government and used the Federal authori-
ties to impose reculations which were im-
possible for ns to interfere with, And so
week after week went by until the Govern-
ment itself bad to make an appeal to the
Federal authorities, long after the restrie-
tions had been to a large extent waived in
other States, on the very grounds that weve
advanced in this House months previously
when the regulations were disallowed—dis-
allowed on arguments put up by Mr. Parker.
It is not Parliament that was defeetive; it
was the Government that was defective—
that Government which now asks for an ex-
tension of time without any appeal to the
electors. But there are a great many other
matters—I do not say matters of greater
importance when we know that valuable lives
were lost—but matters of more permanent
importance so far as the State is concerned.
I have no hesitation in saying that this
Government has shown no coneeption of the
great need there is for maintaining the eco-
nomic stability of this State during the
period of war—no coneeption whatever. I
go further and say that this Government
has connived with the Federal authorities to
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use the war as an opportunity for advancin
the Labour programme of socialism, of d«
struction of individual freedom, and ¢
crippling of individual initiative.

We have an example of this in the actio
of the Government in over-riding the Arb
tration Court, action of which this Chambs
expressed its strongest possible disapprow:
only a couple of days age. Mr. Baxter h:
made reference to the mining industry. I
my opinion there is no doubt that the Go
ernment. acted too little and too late in pr
serving that industry. Something has ce
tainly been done recently; and I am in hop
that what is left of the industry will 1
preserved, hecause I am folly convinee
that, given anything like a decent chane
this industry will be more aetive than an
other industry in the absorption of returne
men and others. Mr. Baxter made the sy
gestion that after this war is over gold woul
no longer be worth £10 per oz, I wonl
recall that that assessment of £10 an oz
the expression of the value of gold in Au
tralian eurrency. I would ask Mr, Baxt
to put to himself the question: What woul
be the value of the Australian £1 note om
the war is over, if the activities of the pr
sent Government or of a large part of tl
supporters of the present Government a
allowed to prevail?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I would not like |
answer that question.

Hon, 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: Mr. Bo
ton has spoken on several oceasions of t}
position of our manufacturing industrie
There again we have the Commonweall
Government on the one hand and the Sta
Government on the other showing no syn
pathy whatever towards our manufacturir
industries—endeavouring, as a matter «
fact, to divert from private enterprise in!
public undertakings whatever manufacturin
industries we have, Let it not be forgotte
that the two leading planks in Labour
poliey, both Federal and State—unless thel
is between them some division that I kne
not of—are nationalisation of all the imstn
ments of production, distribution and e
change, and unification and destruetion «
State Parliaments—certainly the destructic
of this section of State Parliaments. I co
sider that ours has heen the least active (
any of the State Governments in ¢ppositic
to the proposals row before the Feder
Parliament in regard to the referendum.
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The suggeslion was made in this Chamber
sume time ago that three-party resolutions
might be drafted to which #ll of us could
agree. I have yet to learn that the Govern-
nent has shown any sympathy to a proposal
of this kind, And what about our industries?
Take the dairying iudustry. I do not know
that the Governnent has made any protest
to the Federal authorities against decisions
in regard to that industry which are con-
demned by the entire industry, and which
to my mind aim at making that in-
dustry entirely dependent on  Govern-
ment  pleasure, on  subsidies entirely in-
addegquate and morcover incapable of any-
thing like equitable distribution. Then we
have the creation of boards overriding not
only Arbitration Courts but concerning
themselves with many of the major indus-
tries of the country; hoards in every case so
composed that Lrade union influence domin-
ates the board. We do not hear of any pro-
test by our State (Guvernment against boards
of that kind.

Are wo to lie down under it? Are we to
suggest that this sort of thing should ge en
till the end of the war, no matter how long
that may be, until there is no louger any
private enterprise left and trade unions gov-
crn every one of our industries? Take the
{atest case, the bhoard that sat to determine
wages in connection with harvesting. Mr.
Baxter asked a question on that subject,
and what was the reply? To the effect
that it was thought the difficulty of farmers
would be mainly one of obtaining any
eflicient labour at all, no matter what rates
of wages werce offered. I cannot imagine
that anyone with the least knowledge of
conditions in our agricultural industry or
with the least desire to protect the interests
of those engaged in it would return such an
answer.

Hon. C. F. Daxter: And it was not an
answer to my question at all, It only dodges
the issue.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: In wmany
parta of the State numerous farmers are
strnggling along with great dilficulty, em-
ployine men, mostly past their prime, men
not Gt for military service, who are doing
their best and are being paid £3 a week
and kecp. What bave the employers of
such farm labour got to do? They have fo
inerease the wages of those same men to
£5 12s. 6d. per week and keep, and in
vertain occupations to £9 per week and keep
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and overfime. Yel wages were supposed
to be pegged in February of this year!
Now this board ecomes along and over-
rides everything, overrides the pegging
regulation and doubles, and in some
cases more than doubles, wages in the
farming industry at a time when it is
least able to henr any additional imposi-
tion. The plain fact of the matter is that
the industry ecannot possibly pay those
rates of wages, and it means that many
farmers will dispense with the services of
the men they have been employing at £3 a
week and keep, because it is impossible to
pay those men £5 125, Gd, or £9 a week
and keep. I have had conversations with
numerous farmmers sinee that decision was
made.

Hon. T. Moore:
terrace farmers?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: No. Oe-
casionally, in spite of petrol reastrietions
and that sort of thing, real live farmers
come fo town!

Hon. T. Moore: Very few are coming
now.

Hou. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Since the
hon. member is so curious, it happened that
an esteemed friend of mine, one of the lead-
ing farmers in the State and once an esteemed
mcmber of this House, had a daughter mar-
ried yesterday afternoon, I left this Cham-
ber early to attend the ceremony. There I
met old representative solid farmers.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is one sitting
behind you! He believes in what you are
saying.

Hon. T. Moore: Nothing of the kind!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Some of
them have ceased wondering what erop
they will put in next season in order to
wonder whether it will pay to take off the
present erop. One farmer, a man of un-
doubted integrity and large experience,
told me that so far as his harley
crop was concerned, this wapes decision
was the last straw, and that he pro-
posed to turn his eows into his barley
crop of 200 acres, realising that it was the
best thing that he could do. How long
will it take our farming industry to re-
cover from blows of this kind? And what
protection can we hope for from a Gov-
ernment which states its belief that the
difficulty of farmers would be mainly one
of obtaining any efficient latour, no matter
what rates of wages were offered? And

With St. George’s-
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then there is a lot of absolutely hypo-
critical, insincere prating about equality
of suerifice! One reason for the shortage
of farm labour at the present time is the
absenee of Lhounsands of farmers’ sons who
bave gone to the war. Now as the result
of the decision of this hoard the farmer
may have to pay—I do not speak at all
deprecatingly—to inexperienced and only
partially efficient labourers considerably
more than double what his sons are
receiving for fighting for their country!
And this is what we call austerity, equality
of sacrifice, and many high-sounding but
megningless phrases of that kind!

Do not forget this: The reason for the
great depression was the fall in the price
of agricultural products, So far as West-
ern Austrglia is eoncerned, we were tided
over it partly by the revival in the gold-
mining industry, but Anstralin as a whole
survived that depression because the wool-
growers and the wheatgrowers stuck to
their jobs, no matter whether there was
a small or a large return from them. They
faced their responsibilities and diffienlties.
It is becanse we were able to send their
produects overses at no profit to them that
we were able to buy requirements from over-
sea without which we could not earry on.
When the history of that depression is writ-
ten, [ venture to say that the greatest eredit
will be given nof to Governments or Parlia-
ments but to the men on the land who batiled
along in the face of extreme difficulties. But
for them we would have beer in a somry
plight. I do not know whether other mem-
bers have been honoured in the same way
as I, but I received a letter from the Wheat
and Woolgrowers’ Association asking me to
advocate the provision of debt-free credit
for the farmers. Although I could not agree
to the suggestion I recognise that if farmers
are compelled to pay the wages and ob-
gerve the conditions set np by this Common-
wealth Government board, they will require
a great deal of debt-free credit and they
will need to be free not only from the obli-
gation of paying interest but alse of veturn-
ing the loan at any time.

Then we have the action of the Govern-
ment in regard to liquor hours. Is it thought
that people are satisfied with what was done
or that the Government fulfilled its promise
to the Prime Minister when it said, “Let us
have this power of reducing hours and we
will reduce them,” and then rednced the
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homrs by one, which did not help one bit!
Again there is the subjeet of starting-price
betting. 1 withdrew my motion for the
appointment of a Select Committee on re
eeiving an assurance that the Governmeni
had agreed to appeint a Royal Commission
What has bappened since? All I know is
what I have been told, namely, that the
Government has asked Mr. Curtin to help it
It seems to me that no self-respecting Gov.
ernment, when grave reflections were easi
upon certain of its members—reflections be.
hind which I venture to say a considerabl
section of the public feels there is a prea
deal—would ge to the Prime Minister an¢
say, “What can we do about this? Can yor
recommend anybody?’ Do members nol
think that a self-respecting Governmen
could find somebody to act s a Royal Cem
missioner to make an investigation which, ir
the mind of the public, is desirable?

Those, roughly, are the circumstances
under which we are ssked to extend the
Government’s tenure of office without refer
ence to the people. The Commonwealtl
CGovernment is following a purely elas
policy which I, and many others in this
House, belicve will wreek our industries and
unndermine the economie strueture of om
conniry. The State Government is aiding
and abetting that poliey either throngh in.
difference or by deliberate design. Are we
the members of this House, to make our
selves party to swuech an action? Whai
atterapt has the Government made to ex
ploit the proper usefulness of Parliament!
A couple of sessions ago I mede the sugges.
fion that the Government should do as pre
vious Governments had done and introdue
into this Chamber Bills that could properly
have their origin here. Nothing has beer
done in that direction. Sueh a course of
action would have balanced the work. In.
stead, this House has been adjourned wec)
after week and, if we are going to deal witl
all the business that has acenmulated in thi
other place, we shell have the usual end of
the session rush to which we have becom:
aecustomed but which is entirely unnecessary
A little while ago the Premier gave an assur
ance that the Companies Bill would he deal
with in time to enable it to ecome before thi
House for consideration in a proper manner
What chance is there of that happening’
It seems to me there is plenty of fime for
measures giving effect to trade union polie
but no time for measnres dealing with pub
lic requirements, ‘
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1 contend that it is the undoubied right
of the people to pass judgment on their
representatives at the duly appointed time.
It was with a good deal of diflidence that 1
sapported a Bill of this kind 12 months ago.
But the ¢ircumstances them were very dif-
ferent from those prevailing today. I am
not going to sngzest that the Government or
this House or another place was wrong in
the decision reached on that ocension. But 1
do feel that it weakened the esteem for Par-
liament in the minds of the people. There
is a very strong feeling, not only in the ity
but—even much more pronounced—in the
country against a further postponement, and
personally I fieel that such a postponement
will further weaken publie confidence in the
State legislatwre at a time when it is of
supreme importance that people shonld have
faith in their State Parliament and should
he jealous in the protection of its rights and
privileges, as the chief safeguard of their
own liberties and tbe most potent influenec
in the protection of their interests, For
the yeasons I have given, I shall vefe against
ihe second vending of the Bill.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East):
This is n most important Bill and T am a
little disappointed that the debate has not
becn conducted on a higher plane. Tt seems
1o me that it has heen one respeeting the
merits ovr demerits of the existing Govern-
ment. I draw attention to the faet that the
Bill proposes to prolong the existence of
the puresent Legislative Assembly  for 12
months or a shorter period. Appavently the
Government in another plaee, supported by
1t large majority, had some veason for think-
ing that its efforts in the past had not been
altogether as bad as has been suggested by
Sir Hal Colebateh. T agree that a measure
of this pature has to veceive very serious
consideration and that we have to think a
great deal before we pass Bills to extend
the life of Parliament.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Has not vour think-
ing been done for you by yeur party?

1Ton. E, 3. HEENAN: No!

Mon. C. F. Baxter: Oh, yes it has!

Hon. K. M. HEENAN: That is an un-
worthy sugmestion and in keeping with the
remarks the hon. member made when speak-
ing on ike Bill. I hope the hon. member will
give others besides himself credit for ap-
proaching this subject in a  disinterested
manner and in conformity with the obliga-

[COUNCIL.]

tions of the position which we all hold here,
Sir Hal has pointed out that the subjeet is
one in respeet of which there can be ad-
duced strong areuments  hoth  for and
against. The point that impresses me is that
onr obligation is to the people. It is to
wive the electors a fair opportunity of vot-
ing for the members who represent them in
both Houses of Parliament.

Hon. G. W. Miles: In that case you will
not support the Bill!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Can any oune say
that at the present time the electors of West-
ern Australia will have a fair opportunity
of passing judgment on the various men
who represent them in Parliament?

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Not if this Bill is
passed. They will not have any opportunity.

Hon. E, M, HEENAN: They will not
have an opportunity if the Bill is not passed
hecause a great majority of them are over-
sea.

Several members interjected.

Hon. E, M, HEENAN : Not a great major-
ity hut a great number.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is in keeping
with your other statements.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: Anyonc who has
vigited the goldfields during recent months
will have some eonception of what the war
has done to our goldficlds towns.

Ilon. H. V. Piessc: Yon need to visit the
country, too.

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: The hon. member
can gpeak for the country; I am speaking
about something I know at first hand. Many
of our goldfields towns have just about
ceased to exist.

Hon, G, W. XMiles: And you want mem-
bers to represent those towns that do not
exist.

Hon. E. M. IIEENAN: Many people who
own mining leases, and humbte homes and
properties in Laverton, Menzies and many
other towns I eould mention, have left them
and ave now in the Eastern States or in
Amerien, or are fighting in New Guinea o
somewhere else. But those places ave their
homes, to which they hope to go hack when
this frightful catastrophe has ended. I re-
ceived news the other day of a young fel-
Tow who has a mine at Menzies which yields
three or four ounces to every crushing, He
and his brother have been called up and
are now in the Eastern States. What is
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to be done about them? They are only
typical of thousands of prospeetors and min-
crs on the eastern goldfields.

Hon, J. A, Dinmitt: How will a post-
ponement of the elections help them?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Is this ar oppor-
tune time to go to the people?

Hon, H. 1. Rocle:
portune time¢

Hon. E, M, HEEXAN: I do not know.
T only hope it will be inside 12 months.
Who ean answer a question like that? IE
2 clection were held at ihis time, a great
nuinber of the very best people in this
country would be disfranchised. Survely they
should bhave an opportunity of say-
ing who shall represent them. I feel
vory strongly  about the position on
the eastern goldfields, Sir Hal Colebateh has
unfairly eriticised the Government’s attitude
to the mining indusiry. I am sure that not
one member who represents a goldfields eon-
stitneney will agree with bis remarks on that
subjeet. We know that the Government has
assisted the industry and has been sym-
pathetiec in every way possible It has
granted assistance and has headed deputa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government, but
in spite of all its cfforts, no industry has
been more nafflicted than the mining in-
dustry. Members representing the North-
East Provines have had ecalls from people
in Laverton, Murrin-Murtin, and Morgans,
where for 20 years past there has never been
fewer than one train a week. During recent
years, there have been two trains a week;
but so many people have now left the dis-
trict that there is a proposal to run only
onc train & fortnight, That gives some in-
dication of what has happened in the gold-
mining distriets. I hope, therefore, that as-
pect will receive consideration. T hold the
opinion that the present is most inoppor-
tane for holding either a State election or
a Federal referendum. T support the see-
ond rezding of the Bill.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: [ move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—
Ayes
Noes . .. .

When will be an op-

Majority against

[l 8E
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AYES.

Hon. H. V. Plessa

Hon. H. L. Rocha

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. G, B. Wood

}lon E. H. H. Hall
{Teller. )

Hon, C. F, Baxte

Hon. Sir Hal Ooloba.tch
Hon. J. A, Dimmitt
Hon, V, Hameraley
Hon, J. G. Hislop
Hon. G. W, Miles

Nogs.
Hon, L. B. Bolton Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon, G, R. Cornish Hon. T, Moore
Hon, L, Cralg Hon, H. B. W. Parker
Hon, J. M. Draw Hon. H. S8eddon
Hon, F, E Qibson Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. F, R, Welsh
Hon., W. R. Hall Hon, 0, D, Williama

Hon. E. M, Heepan
Hon. W. H. Kitson

Motion thus negatived.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central): I wish
to deal with a few of the arguments ad
vaneed by those who support the Bill. I
has been suggested that there will be ex.
tensive nse of paper. I remind members of
the very bad example set by the Common.
wealth Government in that respeet. T hawe
here two pamphlets that X, in common witl
other members, have received—every elector
in the State has received one of them—ad
vising us to support something that not one
of vs needs to be adjured to support—I re.
fer to the Austerity Loan. I consider that
the issning of those pamphlets constitutes ¢
gross example of waste of paper. Then we
heard abeut the cest of the clection. One
member interjected to the effect that the
Premier had indieated that the eost of the
election would be about £8,000. What in-
flaences me in refusing to support the Bil
is the obstinacy of the State Government ir
declining to follow the very fine lead giver
by the Brilish Government by taking into the
Cabinet representatives of other politica
parties. Had that course been adopted 1
think members would rightly have regarde¢
the Bill with much greater satisfaction thar
they do at present.

Hon. . Fraser
(Tetier.)

Another point mentioned referred to the
very slender majority possessed by the Gov-
ernment in another place. If that majority
were large, I would be more inclined to he
in sympathy with the proposal to extend it
life, but in view of the slender majority
the Government possesses, I do not think
I would be justified in voting it «
further extension of political life.  Lasl
year, in view of the ecireumstances ther
existing Parliament quite rightly passec
similar legislation with little diseussior
or dissension, 1 am supported by manj
men, who know more than I profess
do, in my view that the position to
day is in on entirely different eategory. T



1306

will be remembered that the legislation
passed last year embodied a provision that
left it optional for the Government to hold
an election at any time it deemed fit. The
Bill now hefore us precludes any snch pos-
sibility before the 21st February of next
year. If any steps were taken in that diree-
tion, it would probably result in the poil
being taken several months after that date.
I trust that those members who have not
already made up their minds regarding the
attitnde they will adopt on this Bill, will
consider whether they will be content to
allow the present Government, with its
slender majority, to continue in office for a
further 15 or 18 months, irvrespective of
whet the conditions may be oversea. That
is the point. Those who have supported the
Bill have asserted that we have no right to
divide the people on political issues while
the Empire is at war, Ever since the Bill
was introduced in another place, the war
situation has improved to an extent that
exceeded our wildest hopes. The fact is
that in every State of Australia, elections
have heen held while the war hasg been in
progress.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Except in Western
Australia.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is so. In
those circumstances, we need not go to
America or Canada for an example, We
know the position in Great Britain, and if
the State and Commonwealth Governments
were {o follow the lead of the Mother Coun-
iry, we would have a national Government.
But what is the position? No matfer who
urges that course, or where it is urged, deaf
ears are hent to the proposition. Why is
that? Is it becanse the question has reeeived
the earnest consideration of either the Com-
monwealth Government or the State Gov-
ernment? Nof at all. I believe that if the
members of those two Cabinets were allowed
to reach a free and unfettered decision on
the point, they would have called in the
leaders of other politieal parties to assist
them while we are confronted with the pre-
sent erisis. But they are not allowed to form
composite Governments. That would be
against the decisions of their masters. To-
day we do not have government by Labour
Administrations in hoth the State and Com-
monwealth spheres; it is the Labour Con-
gress that gives instruetions to Cabinets and
those instructions are rigidly adbered to.

[COUNCIL.]

Heon. G. Fraser: You have not drawn even
a bite!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Mr. Heenan re-
ferred to elections on the goldfields, and I
forebore to interject while he was speaking.
How often are elections held on the gold-
fields? When one is beld, is there ever any
change in the representation in the Legis-
lative Assembly? My, Heenan implored
members to consider the poor chap at Laver-
ton, and the cost of going to the poll. The
fact is that the eastern goldfields and Murehi-
son seats have been held ever since respon-
sible government—I am wrong there, becanse
I remember that the late Judge Moorchead
represented a goldfields constituency at one
time, but in the main my statement is cor-
rect—the constituents have remained true to
the Labour cause. It matters not whether
an election is held, because the representa-
tion will not be altered. That applies to the
Labour Party representation in another
place just as it does to members in this
Chamber. We have been told that the Com-
monwealth Government intends to hold a
referendum and if the amendment of the
Constitution is agreed to it will practically
mean tke end of the powers and funections
of State Governments.

As I have already indieated, if a question
of that moment is submitted to the people
it will divide them much more than will a
Stato election, Though I may be wrong, I
maintain that if we postpone the State elee-
tiong indefinitely—that is what it will really
mean—the Government will then be able to
come down next year and say that as the
war has not terminated but they think that
the position is much clearer, they will risk
a vote of the people! Will that be the posi-
tion9 The longer we postpone the State
elections, the more will the people be con-
vineed that the Government has given itself
& further term of office and will not trouble
to go hefore the electors. When ultimately
the time comes for the people to give it the
eoup de grace—and I certainly hope that
will not be too long—I think it will be
given with & will. For that and the other
reasons 1 have advanced, I think members
should take the opportunity to go before the
electors who have the right to say whether
we shall continee to represent them or not.
Last year it was an entirely different matter.
This year the situation is mueh brighter and
s0 1 think it is up to the representatives of
the people to go back to their masters to
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et them decide whether they are satisfled to
give their representatives a further term of
office; but Parliament will not get an exten-
sion of life on my vote,

HON. G. B. WOOD (East); I shall try
to be as brief as possible in my remarks on
this Bill, but I do not wish to record a silent
vote. My reason for being brief is that T
do not think any remarks I may make will
alter ope iota the opinion of membhers or
their attitude to the measure. T have studied
the debate in another place and was amazed
to find among the supporters of the measure
s0 many pessimists as to the war position.
Fully ten members in another place seemed
suddenly to have discovered an immediate
threat of invasion by the enemy. That was
the prineipal reason they advanced in favour
of the Bill. When I supported a similar
measure last session, T honestly believed that
Australian was in danger of invasion hy the
Japanese, but that threat is very much less
than it was 12 months ago. Therefore, that
argument does not carry any weight with
me as to whether T should support or op-
pose the Bill,

I wonder whether the Government and the
Premier were serions in favouring the post-
ponement of the election, especially in view
of the interest which Ministers are showing
in the York by-election. The Premier, ac-
cording to an advertisement I saw, is him-
self going to speak at York. Already one
Minister has spoken at that centre, and I feel
surc that if the Premicr finds he cannot
attend, another Minister will take his place.
T am not raising any nhjection to this, but are
they serious when they sany the people should
not be divided by an election? Yet we find
them taking such an active interest in the
York by-election! Much has been said about
the proposed Commonwealth rteferendum,
but that eannot bhe compared with a State
election. A referendum might divide the
people, but it is not ecomparable with a State
eleetion. Therefore, that argument will not
weigh with me. We have heard much about
the interest that the people will take in the
election, I made it my business to ask num-
Tbers of people what they think of the hold-
ing of an election. The answer I got was
generally that they did not care whether an
clection was or was not held, I ther put up
an argument to the contrary and they came
round to my way of thinking. I therefore
¢ame to the conclusion that they did not

1307

care whether an election was to be held or
was to be postponed,

I face the question in this way: We must
take into consideration the vote on this mat-
ter in another place. That vote in favour
of the Bill was 29 to 11. Seven members
were absent, but probably they would have
voted with the majority. I have to take
some notice of that division list, and so I
find myseclf at the erossroads. If we hold
an election, T honestly think it would not
make any difference whatever to our war
effort. At York the people are rushing to
attend the mneelings; apparently they have
the petvol to spare. Unquestionably, the
people at York are taking an interest in
that by-clection. So I weigh the arguments
on one side and on the other. Should I, as
a member of this House, vote against the
opinion of another place on a matter which
direetly  concerns it? That is what I
have to ask myself. At the moment, I shall
leave it at that,

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move—

That the debate be adjourned,

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes “ . 11
Noes 18
Majority against 7

AYES.

Hon, H, V. Plesse

Hon. H. L. Roche

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. G. B. Wood

Hoan, G. W, Miles
{Talier. )

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch
Hon. J. A, Dimmits
Hon, E. H. H. Hall
Hen, V, Hamerslay
Hon, J. G. Hislop

Noea,

Hon. E. M. Heenan

Hon. W, H. Kitson

Hon, W, J Mann

Hon. T. Meore

Hou. H. 8, W, Parker

Hon, H. Seddon

Hon, KB, Tuckey

Hon, F. R, Welsh

Hon, C, B. Williams
(Teller,)

Hon. L, B. Belton
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. C, R, Cornish
Hon. L. Cralg

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. G, Fraser

Hon, F. H, Gibson
Hou. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall

Motion thus negatived.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East): I
am astonished at the unseemly haste with
which this measure is being rushed through
the House. Some weeks ago I submitted a
motion which, in my opinion, should have
the earnest consideration of this Chamber.
T submitted the motion with a view to open-
ing up a discussion on the proposed Com-
monwealth referendum, and I had sincerely
hoped that we would be unanimous in op-
position to it. The motion was submitted
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to the House on the 21st Oetober, hut has
not been deemed of suffcient impor-
tance to he disenssd since then, althongh
the matter is vilal to the welfare of this
State.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: There is no hurry
at all.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: When it comes to
extending the life of Parliament, it is amaz-
ing how members suddenly have taken =
keen, active interest in the doings of this
House.  This measure was introduced in
another place on the Jrd November. Tt was
adjourned until Thursday the 5th November,
when it passed through the sceond rcading
and Committee stages. Then the Standing
Ovders were suspended to enable it to pass
the third reading. Tt is the most hasty piece
of legislation that I have come across in my
long parliamentary experience. It was
rushed through in an unseemly manner. Had
the Government heen sincere in its desire
to protect or assist the people of Western
Australia, it would have given both Houses
an opportunity to pass the motions relating
to the Federal referendum. The Govern-
ment has said that if an clection is held
early next vear, the people will be divided.
But why did the Government not suspend
the Standing Orders to diseuss a matter of
sach vital importance as the motion dealing
with the proposed Commonwealth veferen-
dum? Mr. E. H, H. Hall has pointed out
that we are supposed to be living in an
austere age and must save every possible
penny. We must not even fall sick. Tt
is unfortunate that the Prime finister
should. be one to go contrary to the views
he temdered to the publie a few days ago
in the Capital Theatre. We all regret his
ill-health and vealise the heavy task imposed
on him, which requirves every hit of stamina
and strength that a man possesses.

We are told hy the Prime Minister and
the Treasurer—and ineidentally hy the Pre-
mier of this State and the Chief Seerctary—
that it is not advisable to waste money.
Therefore we should grant ourselves a re-
newal of parliamentary life. I  wonder
whether the arguments addueed are sound.
‘We have suggested—and I may he aceunsed
of a desire to secure office—that we should
have in this State a combination of all the
brains and ability of both Houses in regard
to the administration of State affairs. Of
course, that has not been granted. I would
probably have voted more cheerfully on this

- [COUNCIL.]

Bill if it had been under theose conditions.
The Government apparently is determined to
force the issue. Although this impeortant
picce of legislation was only introduced yes-
terday, an adjournment was refused then
and has heen on three different oecasions
sinee. The Government is entitled o exer-
vise its rights, but it does seem to me that
unsermly haste has been exhibited in con.
neetion with this Bill dealing with the ex-
tension, for another year, of the life of Par-
liament. There are sound reasons for it,
and there are sound reasons against it.

[ wish to compliment Sir Hal Colebatch
on the exeellent and well-considered speech
he delivered on this subjeet. Mr. E. H. H.
Hall also put up a rather good point. Mr.
Heenan i the intercsts of the goldmining
industry pleaded that the eleetions should
be postponed hecause so many nen weve
away. Well, the same things applies to
other distriets. As Mr. Hall pointed
out there has appavently mot been a
change of heart on the goldficlds regarding
the representation of those parts in the
Legislative Couneil. They have continued
to send the same members baek year after
vear. Mr, Heenan put up rather a weak
case in his argument in connection with the
goldfields.

I have heard a great deal about the difii-
culties in obtaining the votes of soldiers
who are in the various parts of the Com-
monwenlth.  If there is a will there is a
way! If the Government had been sincere
in its attempt to give these soldiers an
opportunity to record their voles, it could
have amended the Electoral Aect accord-
ingly. I am the last to debar a soldier
from recording his vote if he so wishes.
We are told that the public does not wish
to be disturbed; it does not want to be
asked to take part in an eleetion. One of
the objectives we are fighting for today as
a nation is the right to maintain the privi-
leges Tor which our forefathers fought and
obtained for ns. Among these privileges
is the right to send men, and women, to
Parliament, to represent the people and
voice their views. As to the election, we
are in a rather unfortunate position, be-
eause it is only Parliament itself that can
arrive at a decision, either to hold the elee-
tion or postpone it. If some tribunal eould
make that decision then members would
not he accused of voting in their own self-
interests. We have seen a number of
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letters in the Press, and that applies aiso
to the eountry districts. Many people are
firmly of the opinion that we should not
without giving the electors an opportunity
to say who should, or should not, represent
them in Parliament, postpone the elections,

If one ean judge by the weekly fines im-
posed on those who break the law by S.P.
hetting, one would think that those people
would pay more attention to the affairs of
their State if they took more interest in
the government of it. After all we claim
for pur Constitution that it is government
of the people, for the people, by the people.
As far as our ammsements are concerned
we find that the theatres are packed to the
doors nightly. One of the picture shows
has advertised that while all the reserved
seats are booked for certain days, a ecer-
tain number are still vacant. That shows
that the members of the public ave vitally
interested, and rightly so—I have no de-
sire to deprive them of their amusement—
in their personal recreations., The Govern-
taent proposed last year that the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition should deal
with the vofes of soldiers who are serving
oversea and clsewhere. Had the (lovern-
ment heen sineere in ifs desire fo provide
the oppertunity which it deemed essential
to enable the soldiers to vote, it seems that
we could have made some such provision.
One eannot help drawing attention to the
fact that there is a certain section of this
House which is so interested in this dis-
cussion that is only present when a division
is called for!

The PRESIDENT: Order! The
member should not have said that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I bave no desire to
transgress the rules of good manners.
Having made statements publicly that it
was my intention to vote against the ex-
tension of the life of Parliament, it seemed
to me that I would be wanting in my duty,
and could even be accnsed of not being
game, if I did not stand up and express my
views here. I have therefore taken this
opportunity to put on record my reasons
for considering that the life of Parliament
should not be extended. Mr. Wood said
that the vote in another place, as it affected
members there, gave him cause for thought,
That may be so, but there have been seores
of important measures in which members
of this House have nat taken into consider-
ation the views of another place. Fre-
quently the majority of this House has

hon.
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ont-voted another place on legislation
which it was desirous of bringing into
effect. We have only to go back to the he-
ginning of this week when we dealt with
the Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment
Bill. That measure was defeated here
although a majority in another place
strongly approved of it, The fact that a
majority in another place voted for the
measure should not give members here ecause
for grave coneern.

I deplore the unseemly haste with which
this Bill is being pushed through. As I
pointed out, we have had on our uotice
paper for the last 20 days a motion which,
in my opinion, is of vital importance, on
which Parliament should express its
opinion, It is of a non-party nature urging
hoth Houses to pass a resolufion so that
it could be made public through the whole
of Western Australia and the Common-
wealth, that both Houses of this Parlia-
ment are strongly opposed to the Common-
wealth Government imposing upon the
people, while we are at war, an attempt to
amend the Constitution so as to fake away
from this Parlisment the rights and privi-
leges it has had for many years. I oppose
the second reading of the Bill.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East):
Having spoken over the air and consulted
with many of the people I represent, T am
satisfied that the consensus of opinion is
that an election should be held, and I am
a strong supporier of that view. I was not
in the House when Mr. Wood referred to
what had happened in another place, but
I heard Mr. Thomson’s remarks and they
certainly gave food for thought. I was led
to believe that the whip had been cracked.
With the exception of the Minister who in-
troduced the Bill, not a Government sup-
porter in another place spoke on the meas-
ure.

Hon. A. Thomson: And Government sup-
porters ave conspicuous by their silence in
this House, too.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: This is the most
important Bill that has been presented to
Parliament this session. The measure counld
have been introduced earlier in order to
allow ample time for its discussion, and it
seems unfortunate that we should have to
rash it through today. T shall vote against
the seeond reading.
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HON. F. R. WELSH (North) : I think I
am right in saying that this question has
been diseussed inside and outside the House
during the last three weeks. Party meet-
ings have been beld to consider the proposal,
and I think the purpose of the Bill is thor-
wougbly understood and that there was no
need for the comment about rushing it
through with unseemly haste. The voting
in another place to which Mr. Wood re-
ferred was on non-party lines. Members of
each party supported the measure. There
is no doubt that this gives one food for
thought. I rose largely to refute the sugges-
tion that the Bill is being rushed through
with unseemly haste when ifs purport has
been well known for weeks. I cannot see
any objection to dealing with it today and
getting this item off the notice paper. Every
member knows how he is going to vote and
he knows how other members propose o
vote, so there is no question of waiting to
see how the ent jumps. T object to the sug-
gestion that we ave being dragooned or
stampeded into voting on this legislation.
I shall support the second reading.

HON. G. W, MILES (North): I shall be
very brief. Being a non-party man, I have
not discussed the Bill with any party. 1
congratalate supporfers of the Government
on having refrained from saying too much,
Just as they did in another place. They left
other members to do the arguing for and
against the measure.

Hon. T. Moore: This is not & party meas-
ure.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: This is not Iparty
House.

Hon. G. W. MILES : I wish {o correct a
slip in “Hansard” in recording an inter-
Jjection recently. I am aware that interjec-
tions are disorderly and that this one should
not have been made. On the 21st October,
Mr. Heenan, when speaking on the Publie
Authorities (Postponement of Elections)
Bill, referred to the fact that Mr. Craig had
pointed out, how, without mneh hesitation,
we had passed the measure of last year. 1
am reported as having interjected, “And are
likely to pass it again.”

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is
quoting from “Hansard” of this session.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The interjection
should have read, “And are not likely to
pass it again.”

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIBENT: Is the hon. member
making a personal explanation?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes. I was opposed
to the Bill then and 1 am opposed to the
measure now before us. [t is the right of
the electors to say who shall govern the State
during the ensuing year. As one who norm-
ally should have faced an election last May,
I would feel far more satisfied if I went
before my electors and Ffound that [ had
their support than I would be if I con-
tinued to ocenupy my seat in Parliament for
another year by a vote of members instead
of the electors. The laiter are the j.eople
who should have the say, 1f they had not
wanted me last May, somebody would have
been occupying my place and the position
would have been more satisfactory for all
concerned.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (LEast): Last
year we postponed the election and it was
the right thing to do in view of the very
serious position then confronting the coun-
trv.  Nobody at that stage could be sure
that within a few weeks the country might
not be subjected to encmy invasion, and
any suggestion for not postponing the elee-
tion in the circumstances would have been
ridiculed from one end of the State to the
other, This year, however, the circumstances
are different and T am satisfied that the
people would regard it as nolhing short of
# seandal if we further postponed the elec-
tion. T have diseussed the matter with many
people and found that they hold views that
coineido with my own. To choose their re-
presentatives is one of the righls of the
people, and it is for this Ilouse to safe-
guard those rights. Any attempt on our
part lo break them down would be shame-
ful. Some people incline to the view that
State Parliaments are no longer neecssary
and that control should be handed to the
Commonwealth authority.

Hon. A. Thomsun: God help us if we do!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I agree. Any
action we take now will be closely watehed
and earefully weighed by the public. Mr.
Baxter quoted n telegram and I have ve-
ceived letters on the subject of this Bill. In
the last few days I have bheen informed that
a very serious view iz being taken of the
Press reports regarding the postponement
of the election. I feel concerned ahout the
constitutional pesition, which is a very im-
portant matter. We have no right whatever
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to extend the life of Parliament on the pre-
text advanced by some members that many
of our voters are absent from the State on
military service, My view is that those vot-
ers from a party point of view would be
about fifty-tifty. I am ready to meet my
electors, and am prepared to accept their
verdiet, even if it goes against me. 1 can-
not see what ohject members ean have in
wishing te dodge the isswe. If the electors
do not want a certain member, he should
be prepared to asbide by their decision. If
members are game to face np to an election,
the electors will think much more highly of
them. It would be in the best interests of
the country if an eleetion were held. We
have had experience of one postponement
for 12 months and we do not want to repeat
it. I shall oppose the second reading.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East): I can-
not cast a silent vote on this measure. I
intend to express my opinion, especially
with regard to the action of the House and
the persons who are electors of this House.
I oppose the idea that we should endeavour,
in the ease of any election for the Legis-
lative Assembly, to let the men fighting for
this country express an opinion regarding
the future government of the country.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Cannot arrangements
be made?

Hon. H. SEDDON: It has been pointed
out that many of our fighting men are in
such a position that they would be unable
to east their votes. A few days ago I op-
posed the Bill to postpone the elections of
public auwthorities, and I pointed out the
very grave danger existing in the attitude
of electors to returning members to repre-
sent them. One member has pointed out
that this Bill hes been the subject of djs-
cussion for some weeks, and has been under
consideration in another place. It i5 a rather
remarkable indication of the attitnde of the
electors that there has been no public meet-
ing of protest in any electorate against the
proposal to postpone the Assembly election.
Considering the fact that we have ecompul-
sory voting for that House, 1 say that is
an indieation of the attitude of the people
to the House that represents the populay
vote.

I wish to be fair. I believe that much
of this apathy is due to the fact that people
believe that the whole of the efforts and ener-
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gies of the country should be concentrated
on winning the war. There was mueh in
Sir Ha! Colebateh’s vemarks with which 1
can heartily agree. \When the postponement
Bill of last yvear was brought forward, I in-
dicated my opinion that, in order that the
best effort of the country might be exerted,
the Government should take into the Cabi-
net representatives of the Opposition par-
ties In another place, I still hold that view.
Even now I helieve the Government would
he well-advised to include those party leaders
in the Cabinet for the duration of the war
in order to show the people thet we are
unanimous in our efforts to win this life
and death struggle. T recognise that the
Government agreed to consult with those
members, hut only thonghi of taking the
leaders into its eounsels with a view to
carrying on its work and prosecuting the
war. The matters for which the Govern-
ment must take the entire responsibility are,
firstly, any omission it may have made with
regard to the proseecution of the war and,
secondly, any failure to safegmard the in-
terests of the country. The Government
must accept the whole of the responsibility
for its inactivity, up fo the present, in pro-
testing against the attempt to unify Aus-
tralia, to exploit the present oceasion for a
party ohjective. 1 am greatly disappointed
thet an important motion has for so long
been kept at the hottom of the notice paper.

As regards the position of the Legislative
Assembly, only a very short time ago a
motion of no-confidence was moved there by
an Independent, and some very serious
things were 5aid in the course of the debate.
Although that was an opportunity for the
Opposition to challenge the Government,
there was not cven a seconder to that
motion of want of confidence. From that
fact T take it that the Legislative Assembly
has committed ifself to an expression of ap-
proval of the continuance in office of the
present Government. Therefore the As-
sembly must abide by its eonclusion. 1T in-
tend to cast my vote on this Bill in the
direction of allowing the Legislative As-
sembly to cut out the imperding election, so
that it may be impressed on the voters of
this State that if they do net take suffi-
cient interest in their representation in an-
other place to protest against the proposal
to omit the election, they must accept the
consequences,
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HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan): I
cannot cast a silent vote on this question.
However, I shall follow Mr. Seddon’s lead
and support the Bill. I do so for this rven-
son, hriefly, that like every other member
of the Chamber I have given the matter
careful consideration and while opposed to
rushing legislation at any time, I heartily
agree with some of the remarks that have
heen made. For weeks and weeks we have
discnssed this measure, and I feel sure that
most of us made up our minds some time
ago as to what we will do.

Hon. A, Thomson : The Bill was only intro-
duced a fortnight ago!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: But we all knew
that it was to be introduced. It was said
Ty the public and by members of this House
that the Legislative Council would have the
final say as to whether or not there should
he an Assembly election. For the last three
weeks I have taken every opportunity offer-
ing itself to disenss the measnre with lead-
ing business men, men who eount, men who
are doing work for the war, men who have
big war jobs in hand; and in almost every
instunco they have said that this is no time
to hold an election. Why should we spend
money on &n election and disunife the peo-
ple in times like these? In 12 months’ time
we may be in a betler position to fight an
clection. We ave net out of the war yet.
We still have a long way to go before we
shall be out of trouble so far as the war
is concerned. We should wait for 12 months
after our soldiers, or most of them, have
come back, s0 that they may be in a posi-
tion to vote as they think fit. They per-
haps may vote for representatives who would
be better fitted than some of us are to legis-
late for Western Australia. If T am doing
the wrong thing today, my electors will take
me to task when I go before them. I feel
that T am doing the right thing in the in-
terests of the State by supporting the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
I shall not detain the House long, mainly
heeause I feel that every member present
has made up his mind how he will cast his
vote, and that nothing I could say at this
stage wonld have any influence whatever. 1
do desire, however, to emphasise what one
member has been generous cnough to say—
that this is a non-party measure. 1 do parti-
cularly wish to stress that faet, and to state
that the voting in another place diselosed

{COUNCIL.]

clearly that the Bill was similarly regarded
there. The eriticisms offered during this dis-
cussion covered guite a number of subjeets.
If T attempted to reply to them in detail, I
would speak far too long, Let me say, how-
cver, that had it not been for the introductory
remarks of Sir Hal Colebatch when he asked
me not to take too seriously any severc eriti-
cism he might offer because he felt so serionsly
on the subject, I might not have risen to
reply. Were I now to reply to the major
portion of the issues raised by the hon. mem-
ber, there would, T feel, be quite a long
disenssion. As vegards the mining indus-
try, Sir Hal said we were slow in coming
to its aid. I say definitely that this Govern-
ment took the earliest possible action it
eould take in that vespeet.

Hon. J. Cornell: I can bear that out!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Even hefore
Sir Hal took any action to aid the indus-
try, the Government was active. I could
say o lot on that aspect. As regards the
black-out and the brown-out, we had to ahide
by a decigion reached as the result of a con-
ference called by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, That matter, however, has been
already ventilated so often that I am sur-
prised Sir Hal should have misrepresented
the position. Then, as regards a veply T
gave to a question nsked by Mr. Baxter, Sir
Hal guoted a few words of that reply—not
the whole of it. That resulted in gross mis-
representation, beeause, in the course of my
reply, T pointed out that the Government
had no knowledge of the actusl position, but
was seeking the necessary information. If
the Commonwealth Government care to use a
National Seecurity Regulation, we have to
respect it. We shall always do our best to
carry out sueh regulations. I might say
more regarding numerous other matters
mentioned by the hon. member, but I will
refrain at this juneture. The position has
been adequately coveret by previous
speakers. I do hope, however, that the
Legislative Council will ngree that this is
not the time to divide the people hy an
election.

On the proposal of the Commonwealth
Government to hold a econvention prior
to taking a referendum, all I want te say
is that those who criticise the fact of a
certain motion being still on the notice
paper must have knowledge of a state-
ment made by the Premier in another
place. Until such time as the Premier had
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wmade his statement on behalt of the Gov-
crnment, I was not in & position to reply
i this House. Really, that is all there is
1o it. Had I the time, I davesay I eould
interest many members on various subjects
mentioned in the eourse of the debate. I
e hope the House will deal today not only
with this Bill but also with the measure
succeeding it. The Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition are about to proceed to
Canberra for the propesed convention, and
they should know exactly what the position
is going to be in regard to elections.
Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As it is necessary
that the gnestion be passed hy an absolute
majority, a division will have to be taken.

Divicion taken with the following result:—

Ayes - . .- ..o 19

Noes . - . .. 10

Majority for - .. 9
AVYES.

on, L., B. Boltow
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. G. R, Cornish
Hon, J, M, Drew
Hun, G, Frager
Hon. F. E. Gibson
Hon. E, H. Gray
Hon. W, R, Hall
Han. E. M. Heenan
Hon. W. H. Kitson

Hon. W. J. Maon
Hon. T. Moore
Hon, M. 8. W. Parker
on, H. Seddon
Honp. H, Tuchey
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. G, B. Wood
Hon. l.. Cralg
( Telicr.)

Noks.

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. H. V, Plesae

Hon. H. L. Roche

Hon. A. Thomseon

Hon. Sir Hal Colebalch

(Teller.)

The PRESIDENT: There heing more

than an absolute majority of the total num-

her of members of the Council voting with

the “Ayes,” T declare the seeond reading

cavried,

Tlon. C, F. Baxter

Hon. J, A, Dimmitt
Hon. E. H, H. Hall
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. G. Hislop

Question thus passed.
B3il) read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
dcbate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspeuded as is neeessary to enable the Bill
to pass throngh its remaining stage at this
sitting.

Question put.
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The PRESIDENT: As it is necessary
that the guestion be passed by an absolute
majority, a division will have to be taken.

Division tuken with the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. ..o 20

Noes .. - . .. B

Majority For .. .. 12
Aves.

Hon, L, B. Bolton
Hon. J. Coruel}
Hon. C. R, Cornish
Hon. L. Cralg

Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. G. I'raser

Hoao, W. H, Kitsoo
Hon, W. J. Man»
Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Heun. H, Seddon

Hon. H, Tuckey

Hon. F. E. Gibson Hon. I, . Welsh
Hon. E. H. Gray Hen. C. B, Wiltiams
Hon. W, R. Hall Hon, G, B, Wood
Hon. E, M. Heenan Hen. T. Moore
{Teller. }
Noks,

Hoen, C. . Baxter
Hon, £1r Hal Colebaich
Hon, B H, H, Hall
Heon, V. Hnwersley

Hon. H. V. Plesse

Hon, H. L, Roche

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. J. A, Ditpmite
(Teller.y

The PRESIDENT: There heing an abso-
lute majority of the total munber of mem-
bers of the Council voting with the Ayes,”
I declare the question passed.

Onestion thus passed.

Third Reading,
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.
Question put.
The PRESIDENT: As there must be an

absolute majority, a division will have to
he taken.

Division taken with the following result :—

Ayes . .. . .o 19
Noes .. .. .. .. 0
Majority for .. .. 10
AVES,
Hon, L, B. Bolton Hon. W, H. Kiison
How. J, Curnel Hon. W. J. Manan
Hon, . R. Cornish Hon. T, Moore
Hon. L., Craig Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hom, J. M. Drew Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, H, Tuckey
Hon, F, E. Gibson Hon. F, R Welsh
Hon. E, H, Gray Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. W. B_Hall Hon. C. B. Wiliiama
Hon. B. M, Heenan (Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. C. I". Baxter Hon, H, V, Plasse
Hon, Sir Hal Colebatech Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. E, H. H, Hall Haon, A. Thomsoen
Hon, V. Homersley Hor. J, A. Dimmitt
Hon. G, W, Miles fTeller.)

The PRESIDENT: There being more
than an absolute majority of the total num-
her of members of the Couneil voting with
the “Ayes,” I declare the third reading
carried,
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Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
(POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTION).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) {5.40]:
I secured the adjournment of the dehate
really for the purpose of obtaining a little
illumination on one or two of the elanses
because I eonfess I found them very hard
to understand. However, I have bad
an opportunity to discuss the position with
the Crown Law authorities and the matter
has now been cleared up to my satisfac-
tion,

Hon. C, F. Baxter: Explain it, then!

Hon. H. SEDDON: The Bill is to be read
in conjunction with Seetion 8 of the Consti-
tution Aet which deals with the election of
members to the Legislative Comneil. T in-
tend to support the Bill,

HON, SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Meiro-
politan} : I spoke against the second read-
ing of the previous Bill but since I am
always prepared to aecept the majority de-
cision, while opposing this one, I shall not
repeat my arguments. I rise merely to refer
to one matter, namely, the eriticism I levelled
against the Government in connection with
the mining industry on the ground that
action was too long delayed. I am
prepared to aeccept without rescrve the
assurance of the Chief Seeretary that long
before there was any public reference to
the matter the Government did take action,
and I am sensible of the good effeet that
action of the Government subsequently had.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East):
Having spoken at length on the Bill to post-
pone the Legislative Assembly elections, I
feel T should at lesst give my reasons for
opposing the present Bill. 1 would not hike
it to he said that I opposed one Bill but
when it came to a measure affecting the
Legislative Council T exercised a silent vote.
T recognise that the majority of members
have made up their minds regarding the
measure, and therefore, while I shall vote
against it, T shall not further delay its pro-
gress.

HON. . B. WOOD (East): I desire to
state briefly why T intend fo oppese the

[COUNCIL.]

Bill. 1 made myself clear regarding the
carlier measure, which I supported hecause
of the large majority that favoured it in
the Legislative Assembly, in consequence of
which I did not feel myself competent to
offer opposition. In this instanee the posi-
tion is different. The Bill affects this
House and me personally. If it is not
agreed to, T shall have to face the electors
shortly, although I am not afraid of that
prospect. For that reason, and for those
I previously stressed on the carlier Bill, I
shall oppese the measare.

HON J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I have been interesied in the
changed attitude indicated by Mr. Wood,

Hon. G. B. Wood: Therce is ne change at
all,

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: I understood the
hon. member to say he intended to oppose
this Bill. Tt has been stated that the des-
tiny of the Legislative Assembly should re-
main in the hands of that House and be-
eause the Assembly voted for an extension
of its term we should support that measure.
If that argument is sound, then the destiny
of the Legislative Council should remain in
our own hands, angd that will afford others
an opportunity to do exactly what Mr, Wood
has done. I hope the Bill will be rejected
so that the clectors will recognise that we
desire them to retain their right to elect
the members of ihis Chamber at the time
appointed by the Electoral Act.

HON. T. MOORE (Central): I cast a
silent vote on the Bill to postpone the
Legislative Assembly clections believing that
I would have an opportunity to make my
position clear when the present Bill was un-
der discussion. I dissociate myself from
those who have claimed we are in a different
position from the standpoint of the war
situation than we were 12 months ago. I
would like to believe that we were, but I
cannot get it into my head that we are out
of the wood by any means.

Hon. J. Cornell; You have a fair know-
ledge of old’ Fritz!

Hon. T. MOORE: I helieve we have a
long way to go yet. On that account T voled
in favour of the Assembly’s Bill and will
vote in favour of the measure now under
consideration.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!
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Hon. T. MOORE: The hon. mewmber is
fond of interjecting and Lord knows why
he ever talks. He cannot keep quiet; he is
yuite irrepressible. However, to be serious,
I would remind members that the Prime
Minister of Australia was recently in Perth.
e knows more about the wayr situation than
does any member of this Chamber hecause
he must know more than he ean tell. JIfe
told us all that he possibly could.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He told the Lahour
Party, not the public.

. Hon. H. L. Roche: Whom did he tell?

Houn, T. MOORE: He told the people
that we were passing throngh a very eritieal
lime.

Hon. G. B. Wood:
about the referendum?

Hon. T. MOORE: That interjection is not
relevant! The Prime Minister empbasised
that Australia was facing o very eritienl six
months, While we are doing well today,
there is a possibility that these who ave op-
posed to us in the North munst make n move.
They may decide that it is a case of—now
or never. We must realise that the bulk of
the American Forces have been hurled into
the fray in another zone and the Japanese
may seize this opportunity, If they do not
do so, we shall be very lucky. On that ac-
count I believe that we are facing » very
eritical period during which it would be
vidiculous in the extreme to foree any
clection on the people, I move around the
country as much as most people and each
week I travel 700 miles to and from the
eity. I meet people in all sections of life
and I have not yet heard one say that he
desired an election foreced upon the coun-
try. I feel perfectly justified in voting in
favour of the Bill now before the House, as
I did regarding the measure affecting the
Legislative Assembly,

What did he say

HON. J. CORNELL (South): As one of
those who, if there should he no postpone-
ment of the election, will have to kneel at
the penitent stool before my electors, I shall
take this opportunity to add a few words to
the debate., I was silent when the Bill deal-
ing with the Legislative Assembly elections
was dealt with beeause I felt it was no con-
cern of this House.

Hon. A. Thomson: YWhy submit it to this
Chamber if it is no coneern of ours?

Hon. J. CORNELL: It iy ir another place
that the Government of the eountry can be
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changed. It is there that seven out of the
eight Cabinet Ministers have their seats.
Three-quarters of the members of that House
favoured a postponement of the Legislative
Assembly election.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you sure of that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. Six Lahour
men did not vote, In this Chamber one-
third of the members have to submit to re-
election af intervals and only one-third are
affected at a time. OQur position is entirely
different from the Assembly inasmuch as the
electors’ powers are somewhat eircumscribed.
In view of all the circumstanees, it would have
heen imperlinence on my part to stand in
the way of a postponement of the election
for that House. 1 endorse what Mr. Sed-
don said regarding the attitude on the gold-
fields to Assembly elections. Personally I
wonld have preferred to seek re-eleefion last
May bnt I am not afraid of going before the
electors next May, because I have closely fol-
lowed the motto of Oliver Cromwell—“Put
vour trust in God hut always keep your
powder dry.” I have done so, and although
hundreds have left the Sonth Province I bave
not received one single regquest or reference
from any electors on the goldfields or in the
metropolitan area on the sabjeet of the post-
ponement of parliamentary elections, Tf I
were aecused of trying to seeure an extra
year of office in this Chamber without being
prepared to go before the electors, my
answer would be, “What could he more
ludicrous or incongruous than a member
voting against a Bill for the postpenement
for a year of the election of ten reliring
members of this House, where we have so
small a say in the government of the State,
when the postponement of the elections for
the Legislative Assembly was agreed to by
an overwhelming majority in the House
where Governments are made or unmade.”

HON. G. W. MILES (North): I oppose
the Bill for the same reasons I advanced in
opposing the Bill relating to the Assembly
elections.

HON, H. L. ROCHE (South-East): I
oppose the Bill for reasons similar to those
I advanced in opposing the Bill relating to
the Legislative Assembly elections. It seems
fo me ridieuwlous that members conld sug-
gost that a Bill to extend the life of the
Legislative Assembly had pothing to do with
us as members of the Legislative Couneil.
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We ave either part and parcel of the Par-
Hament of Western Australia or we are not.
If we are nof, then the sooner this institu-
tion is abolished, the sooner will those that
hold that view cease to mislead the electors.
It is not much nse talking at Jength about
this subject or opposing the Bill. I regard
the attitude of some members as altogether
too absurd. To be consistent, if they ara
opposed to the prolongation of the life of
Parliament they shounld be prepared to re-
ject both Bills. There is no rhyme or rea-
gon in favouring one simply beecause it is
endorsed by the majority of members of an-
other Chamber. Members have the same
responsibility in dealing with both measuves.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: A division must be
taken on this question, as an absolute ma-
jority is required to pass it.

Division taken with the following resnlt:—

Ayes - - - .. 18

Noes - .. .. .. 10
Majority for . .. 8
AYES,
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. W, H, Kitson
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. W. .J. Mann
Hon. C. R. Cornish Hoen. T. Moore
Hon. L. Cralg Hon, H. 8, W, Parker
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, G. Frager Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. F, E. Gibson Hon., F, R. Weleh
Hon. E, H. Gray Han. C. B. Wllhama
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. W.R.H
(Tcllar.)

NoES.

Hon. H, V, Plesse
Hon. H.
Hon. A, Thomson

Hon. C. F. Baxter

Heon, Sir Hal Colabatch

Hon, J. A, Dimmits

Hoo, V., Hameill'sley Eon. g ]!?I VIV{'M}:II I

Hon. G. W, Miles on. E. H. B, f}ﬂu‘r-,

The PRESIDENT: There heing more
thar an shsolute majority of the total num-
ber of members of the Council voiing with
the “Ayes,” 1 declare the second reading
carried.

Question thus passed.

Bill vead a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That. so0 much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the Bill
to pass through its remaining stage at this
sitting,

Question put,

[COUNCIL.)

The PRESIDENT: I have counted th
House, and assured myself there is an abst
lute majority of members present. Ther
being ne diszentient voice, I declare the gues
tion duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Third Reading.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.
Question pui.
The PRESIDENT: Therc must be a divi
sion also on the third veading.
Division faken with the following 1¢

sult :—
Ayes .. . .. .. 18
Noes .. .. - .. 10
Majority for . .. 8
AYER.
Hon, L, B. Bolion Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon, C. R. Cornish Hon. W. J, Mann
Hon. L. Cralg Hon. T, Moore
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, H. §. W, Parker
Hon. G, Fraser Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. F, Gibson Hon. F. R, Walsh
Hon. E. H. ‘Gray Hon. ¢, B, Williams
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. H. Tuckey

fTeller.]
Noga.

Hon. G, W. Miles

Hon. H. V, Pletas

Hon. A. Thamson

Hon. 3. B. Wood

Hon, H. L. Roche
{Teller.]

The PRESIDENT: There being mon
than an absolute majority of the total nnm
ber of members of the Couneil voting witl
the “Ayes,” I declare  the third reading
earried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted t
the Assembly.

Hon, C. F, Baxter

Hon, Sir Hal Colebateh
Hon. J. A. Diomité
Hon, E. H. H. Hall
Hon, ¥V, Hamerslay

House adjourned at 6.9 pam.




